STUDENT: _________________________________________________ CLASS: ________


READ THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES BELOW AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW.

An eccentric is by definition someone whose behaviour is abnormal, someone who refuses to conform to the accept norms of their society. This, of course, immediately begs the questions, “What is normal?”

 Most of us, after all, have our quirks and oddities. It may be a passion for entering indignant letters to the press on every conceivable subject. Eccentricity is the assertion of our individuality. Within most of us that urge is constantly in conflict with the contrary force. It is as though in the depths of our psyche we have two locomotives head-to-head on the same track, pushing against each other. One is called individualism and the other conformity and in most of us it is conformity that is the more powerful. The desire to be accepted, loved, appreciated, to feel at one with our fellows, is stronger than the desire to stand out in the crowd to be our own man, to do our own thing.

Notice, for example, how people who have unusual hobbies, strong opinions, or unconventional behaviour, tend to congregate, they form clubs, hold meetings, and organise rallies where they can get together and discuss their common enthusiasms or problems. The important word is “common”; they look for other people with whom they can share what in the normal run of events is regarded by relatives, friends and neighbours as an oddity. A crowd, even a small crowd is reassuring.

Probably all of us recognise a tension within ourselves between the two forces of individualism and conformity, for at the same time that most of us are going with the crowd, we tend to resent any suggestion that this is what we are doing. We feel a self-conscious need to assert our individuality as when the belligerent man at the bar informs his small audience, “Well, I say what I think”. Or the wary stranger to whom we have just been introduced announces, “You must take me as you find me. I don’t stand on ceremony”

Any of us can, at any time, reverse this trend. We can stroke the boiler of individualism, asset our own personality. Many people have made it to the tip in their chosen professions, basically by doing just that. One example is Bob Dylan, the American singer, who has gone on record as saying “when you feel in your gut what you’re doing and then dynamically pursue it -don’t back down and don’t give up- then you’re going to mystify a lot of folk.”

But that self-conscious assertion of individuality is not eccentricity, at least not in the early stages. When a pop singer deliberately wears bizarre clothes to gain publicity, or a society hostess takes outrageous comments about her guests in order to get herself noticed in the gossip columns, that is not eccentricity. However, if the pop star and the society hostess perpetuate such activities until they become a part of themselves, until they are no longer able to return to what most of us consider normal behaviour, then they certainly would qualify. For the most important ingredient of eccentricity is its naturalness eccentrics are not people who deliberately try to be odd, they simply are odd.

The true eccentric is not merely indifferent to public opinion, he is scarcely conscious at all, he simply does what he does, because of whom is, and this marks the eccentric as essentially different for, for example, enthusiasts, practical jokers brilliant criminals exhibitionist and recluses. These people are all very conscious of the world around them. Much of what they do, they do in reaction to the world in which they live. Some wish to make and impression on society, some wish to escape from society, but all are very much aware of society. The eccentric alones goes on his merry way regardless. 

For questions 1-5, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text. 

1. According to the writer, eccentric people…

a. Want to show that they are different

b. Try to do what is expected of them

c. Express their own views in public

d. Pretend to be something they are not

2. Eccentric people tend to from into groups because…

a. They have no other friends

b. They want others to share their interests

c. They are good organizers

d. They feel they are misunderstood

3. According to the writer, most people have a desire to…

a. Be regarded as individuals

b. Behave differently from other people

c. Say what other people want to hear

d. Spend all their time with a group of people

4. In the writer’s view, people who qualify as eccentrics

a. Make every effort to appear strange

b. Have a strong desire to be noticed

c. Deliberately behaved in a mysterious way

d. Are unaware that their behaviour is unusual

5. What is the purpose of the article?

a. To criticise people who always conform

b. To encourage people to be individuals

c. To examine the reason for eccentric behaviour

d. To describe problems faced by eccentric people

Find the word or phrase in the text that means the same as: (0, 25 x 10= 2, 5)

1. Comforting:  REASSURING
2. Cautious: WARY
3. Odd and strange: BIZARRE
4. Unacceptable, very shocking: OUTRAGEOUS
5. Not affected or influenced: REGARDLESS
Brits have the Midas touch at Golden Globe awards
• Kate Winslet wins best actress and best supporting actress
• Danny Boyle’s Slumdog Millionaire on course for Oscar glory
Dan Glaister in Los Angeles 
January 12, 2009
UK actress Kate Winslet has won the two Golden Globe categories for which she was nominated: best dramatic actress for Revolutionary Road and best supporting actress for The Reader. 

In her acceptance speech, Winslet said that she never won awards, a remark picked up later by presenter Ricky Gervais, who remembered telling her: “Do a Holocaust movie, the awards come”. In an emotional address for her surprise win for Revolutionary Road, Winslet paid tribute to her “spectacular” co-star, Leonardo DiCaprio, and to her husband, Sam Mendes, who directed the film. 

Perhaps the most highly anticipated award of the night was the posthumous Golden Globe given to Heath Ledger for his performance as the Joker in The Dark Knight. Acknowledging his contribution, Christopher Nolan, who directed the Batman sequel, paid tribute: “We will miss him, but he will never be forgotten.”

The Globes are traditionally seen as an indication of form for Oscar night, a month and a half away. Sunday night’s awards made the feelgood movie Slumdog Millionaire one of the favourites for the Oscar, as well as dealing a blow to other hopefuls. While Slumdog Millionaire also won awards for best script and best score, Frost/Nixon failed to pick up a single award, despite being nominated in the best drama, director, actor, screenplay and score categories. Likewise, The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, starring Cate Blanchett and Brad Pitt, directed by David Fincher and nominated in five categories, was not a winner on the night.

The Wrestler, another Oscar frontrunner, did better, with its star Mickey Rourke winning the best dramatic actor award and Bruce Springsteen winning for best song. Rourke, seen by many as this year’s comeback kid, dedicated the award to his canine companions, past and present. “It’s been a very long road back for me,” he told the audience. “Several years ago I was almost out of this business. I’d like to thank all my dogs. Sometimes when a man’s alone his dogs are all he’s got.”

The rejuvenated awards ceremony – it was cancelled last year because of the scriptwriters’ strike – celebrated its return with a night of classic Hollywood glitz. The red carpet, the frocks and the tearful acceptance speeches were all in attendance as a collection of Hollywood stars turned out for the relatively informal evening at the Beverly Hilton Hotel.

One of the biggest surprises of the evening came as Sally Hawkins won the best actress in a comedy or a musical prize for her role as a schoolteacher in Mike Leigh’s Happy-Go-Lucky. The British actor beat off strong competition from some famous Hollywood names, including Frances McDormand, Meryl Streep and Emma Thompson. The distance from her table to the stage was an indication of the unexpectedness of her victory.

The Pixar-Disney collaboration paid off with a win for the robot romance WALL-E in the best animated feature category beating Kung Fu Panda, an attempt to capitalize on last year’s Olympics-inspired enthusiasm for things Chinese.

Another animated feature, the Israeli film Waltz With Bashir, won the best foreign language film award. An animated documentary that examines the massacres of Palestinians during the 1982 Lebanon war, the highly political film has received multiple nominations this awards season. Speaking backstage after accepting the award, director Ari Folman said that he did not regret the film’s relevance: “Unfortunately, the film is always relevant,” he said. “There’s only one major statement, which is an antiwar statement, and it is relevant now and unfortunately it was relevant two years ago, when we were working on it.”

The ceremony at the Beverly Hilton Hotel represented a turnaround from last year’s bizarre event. A year ago, in the midst of a writers’ strike that had seen most production in Hollywood shut down, the Golden Globes dropped the glamorous prize-giving in favour of a more sombre press conference at which a list of winners was read out. The advantages of last year’s arrangement were that it was shorter, cheaper and more reflective of the significance of the Globes. The downside was that it deprived Hollywood of one of its primary love-ins of the year as gowns were returned to designers, the red carpet was rolled up and Steven Spielberg and Rumer Willis had to wait an extra year for their moment in the spotlight. 

This year amends were made: Spielberg was duly given the Cecil B DeMille award for lifetime achievement, and la Willis – offspring of Bruce Willis and Demi Moore – was acknowledged as Miss Golden Globes, an accomplishment reserved for the children of the stars.
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Choose the best answer according to the text.
1. The Golden Globes …

a. … always give awards to the same people that get awards in the Oscars.

b. … usually give people a good idea of who will do well in the Oscars.

c. … traditionally give awards to people who do not win Oscars.

2. Why was it surprising that The Curious Case of Benjamin Button didn’t win any 

a. Because it was clearly the best film.

b. Because it starred Cate Blanchett and Brad Pitt.

c. Because it had been nominated in five different categories.

3. What did the distance from Sally Hawkins’ table to the stage indicate?

a. That she was not an important guest.

b. That she was not expected to win an award.

c. That she had strong competition from some famous names.

4. How did last year’s Golden Globes differ from this year’s?

a. The ceremony was followed by a press conference.

b. Steven Spielberg was given an award for lifetime achievement last year.

c. There was no ceremony at all – just a press conference.

Find the following words and phrases in the text.
1. A two-word expression meaning an important part but not the main part in a film. (para 1): SUPPORTING ACTRESS/ACTOR
2. A three-word expression meaning to praise someone publicly. (para 2): PAY TRIBUTE TO
3. A noun meaning the person considered most likely to win a competition. (para 5):FRONTRUNNER
4. A two-word phrasal verb meaning to succeed in winning or gaining something from an opponent. (para 7): BEAT OFF
5. A noun meaning a complete change in a situation. (para 10): TURNAROUND
6. A two-word expression meaning to try to make a situation better after you have done something wrong. (para 11): MAKE AMENDS
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